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if the slowness, the softness, and credulity of his nature,
could have suffered him to make a right improvement of it.

Odo Bishop of Bayeux,1 of whom frequent mention is
made in the preceding reign,2 a prelate of incurable ambi-
tion, either on account of his age or character being restored
to his liberty and possessions in England, grew into envy and
discontent, upon seeing Lanfranc preferred before him by
the new King in his favour and ministry. He therefore
formed a conspiracy with several nobles of Norman birth to
depose the King, and sent an invitation to Robert to hasten
over. Mean time the conspirators, in order to distract the
King's forces, seized on several parts of England at once;
Bristol, Norwich, Leicester, Worcester, Shrewsbury, Bath,
and Durham, were secured by several noblemen : Odo him-
self seized Rochester, reduced the coasts of Kent, and sent
messages to Robert to make all possible speed.

The King alarmed at these many and sudden defections,
thought it his best course to begin his defence by secur-
ing the good will of the people. He redressed many
grievances, eased them of certain oppressive taxes and
tributes, gave liberty to hunt in his forest, with other marks
of indulgence, which however forced from him by the
necessity of the time, he had the skill or fortune so to
order as they neither lost their good grace nor effect; for
immediately after he raised great forces both by land and
sea, marched into Kent, where the chief body of his enemies
was in arms, recovered Tunbridge and Pevensey, in the
latter of which Odo himself was taken prisoner, and forced
to accompany the King to Rochester. This city refusing to
surrender at the King's summons, Odo undertook to prevail
with the obstinacy of the inhabitants; but being admitted
into the town, was there detained, either by a real or seeming
force; however, the King provoked at their stubbornness
and fraud, soon compelled them to yield, retook his prisoner,
and forcing him for ever to abjure England, sent him into
Normandy.

* Odo was half brother to William the Conqueror.    [D. S.]
3 Sir W. Temple wrote " An Introduction to the History of Eng-
land."   As it only extended to the death of William the Conqueror
it is probable that it is what is here referred to.    It will be found in
vol. ii. of Sir W. Temple's " Works," edited by Swift.   [W, S. J.]